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This article examines the functional-semantic peculiarities
of converb forms in modern Karakalpak within the broader
context of Turkic linguistics. Although converbs in Turkic
their
categorical features, grammatical and syntactic properties
still require comprehensive theoretical investigation. The

languages have been studied to some extent,

study reviews scholarly approaches to converbs, including
the classifications proposed by L. V. Shcherba, M. A.
Akhmetov, K. M. Lyubimov, J. G. Kiyekbayev, M. V.

Zaynullin, and A. N. Baskakov. A detailed analysis of
primary and secondary converb forms in Karakalpak is
presented, their
aspectual and temporal meanings,

covering morphological  structure,
and  functional
distinctions. Examples from Karakalpak heroic epics
illustrate the use of converbs in expressing temporal,
causal, comparative,

meanings. The study concludes that converb forms in

purposive, and manner-related
Karakalpak do not always indicate subordinate or
secondary actions, and in certain contexts, they can
function similarly to finite verb forms..

In modern Turkic languages, including Karakalpak, although the converb forms have
been studied to a certain extent in scholarly literature, their categorical features, grammatical
and syntactic specificities still require comprehensive theoretical research.

Despite the wide range of scholarly studies in general and Turkic linguistics devoted to
revealing the grammatical nature of non-finite verb forms, including converbs, each
researcher—based on the linguistic regularities of the language chosen as the object of study
and the specific aims set—draws their own conclusions regarding the place of this verbal
category in the language, as well as its functional and syntactic characteristics. The diversity
of opinions on the matter arises precisely from these different approaches.

For instance, L. V. Shcherba! expressed the following opinion regarding converb forms:
“It is evident, even from the example of Russian grammar, that we are still under the influence
of one-sided formalist traditions: it continues to interpret the converb as a special category.

! [llep6a, JI.B. Ouepennsie npobneMs S3bikoBeneHus V3e. Akax. Hayk CCCP. OJIA. -M., 1945, 1. 1V, B. 5. -C.177.
(ctp. 173-186.)
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Functionally, they are similar to finite verb forms, while at the same time expressing an action
in the imperfective aspect (HecoBepuieHHbId BUA) or a preceding action in the perfective
aspect (coBepuieHHbld BUJ). The fact that these forms lack person and number markers is of
no significance, nor is it necessary for them, because person, number, and, in some cases,
gender are conveyed through the finite verb with which they are combined.”

Turkologists typically indicate the forms and form chains that express the meaning of a
converb. By “form chains” they mean a finite verb that does not lose its core meaning when
standing alone and the auxiliary words with which it combines.

M.A.Akhmetov?, in a comparative study of converb forms used in the language of the
Orkhon-Enisei inscriptions and in modern Bashkir, distinguishes two groups: 1) Converb
forms that express time and the mode, manner, or purpose of the main action; 2) Converbs
that express only temporal meaning or only causal/purposive meaning. These two groups of
converb forms also differ functionally. To express nuances in the course of an action, only
those converb forms that indicate both the time of the main verb and, simultaneously,
meanings such as manner, method, cause, and purpose, can combine with auxiliary verbs.

K. M. Lyubimov?® divides the converb forms in Turkish into two groups: 1) Those
expressing a meaning of an action that occurred earlier (-ir, -inca, -ali); 2) Those expressing an
action simultaneous with another (-arak, -ip, -a, -dikce, -madan). Other researchers argue that
Turkish converbs should be divided not into two, but into three groups: 1) Connective
converbs: -ip, -arak; 2) Descriptive converbs: -arak, -a, -madan, -maksizin, -casina; 3)
Temporal converbs: -ali, -inca, -dikge, (i)ken, -madan.*

J. G. Kiyekbayev lists the following converb forms: 1) Present-time converbs: suuian
nepeit (“while working”); 2) Past-time converbs: 6apfac yiaapmbiH (“after going, I will
think”); 3) Future-time converbs: 6aprancel 6engeM(“I knew I would go”); 4) Purposive
converbs: ana kuazgem (“I came to take”).

M. V. Zaynullin, however, in his works analyses five types of converb forms: 1) -n, -bin/-
en, -on/-en — converb forms; 2) -rac/-eac, -Kac-kac — converb forms; 3) -raHcwl/-2aHce, -
KaHcbl/-KaHce — converb forms; 4) -FaHca/-2aHca, -KaHca/-kaHca — converb forms; 5) -a, -3, -Ui
— converb forms.®

In Karakalpak linguistics, among non-finite verb forms, the verbal noun has been studied
in more detail’, and some aspects of the participle have been examined®. However, converb
forms, apart from being briefly addressed in school grammars, academic grammars, and

2 AxmeToB, M.A. JleenpuuacTye B sI3bIKE OPXOHO-EHUCEHCKUX TIAMATHAKOB M B COBPEMEHHOM GAIIKUPCKOM SI3BIKE //
Bomnpocs! Gamkupckoro si3piko3Hanus / M. A. Axmertos. -Yda, 1975. -C.147.

3 Jlrooumos, K.M. Cucrema aeenpuyacthii B coBpeMeHHOM Typenkom siseike / K. M. Jlro6umoB // CoBerckas
TIOpKoJorus, 1977, Ne4. -C.36.

4 Kysnenos, I1.1. CucteMa pyHKIMOHATBHBIX (JOPM IJIarojia B COBPEMEHHOM TypenkoM sisbike / I1. Y. Kysnenos //
Coserckast Tiopkosorus, Nel,1982. -C15.

5 Keitexbaes, XK-F. Xa3epre 6amxopt tesne / K. F. Keitex6aes. —Y e, 1966. -133-ce out

¢ 3nirymman, M.B. Xa3epre 6amropT 33361 Teite: Mopdomorns / M. B. 3aiinymmun. -9de, 2002. -225-235-ce GuTTop.

7 KyrtneiMypatoB b. Xo3upru 3aman Kapakailak TWIHHIE XopekeT amiapbl. Hokuc: Kapakannakcran, 1967

8 Hacsipos JI.C. Kapakanmak TrnmuHne kenoetnuk ¢eiinr.-Hokuc, 1964;
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M.Dauletov’s work “The System of Functional Verb Forms in Modern Karakalpak”®, have not
been the direct object of special research.

Many Turkologists describe converb forms as invariable verb forms that express
subordinate, secondary actions.

In our view, converb forms do not always denote only secondary or additional actions.
In the following examples, it can be seen that converb forms can express the main action,
similar to finite verb forms: Qasina qirq adam alip, qarshigasin kéterip, saltanat sawlat diizip,
Baybdri qudasinini toyina bardi («Alpamis»); Qiz da ashiqliq otina kuyip-janip, misali, bir ulli
awiriwda shatilganday, sardayip, azip ketti («Bozjigit»); Ane, erteriine dyne sdske waqtinda
jelmayasin jeldirip, qara tasti tenseldirip, qara shekpen jamilip, altin shenin taninip, ash
burkittey shabinip, jer silkinip baqirip, jawinlatip, dawillatip, dlamga suwiq jaylatip, jelmayasin
oynatip kele berdi («Amanbay batir»).

Secondly, it is impossible to conclude that converb forms are entirely invariable verb
forms. As can be seen from the examples, there are also cases in which they take affirmative
and negative forms, as well as degree markers. For example: Sol waqtinda Baysari ar-namisqa
shidamay, men qudamninn toyinda 6zim oynap bereyin dep, at beline mindi («Alpamis»)
Jolamanga bildirmey, Zalimnin konli ésedi (Er qosay) Sonda da, kézin alartpay, jaman kéz benen
qaramay, sipayi sozin aytadi («Edige»).

Converb forms take degree markers. For example: Jarshi: - Ulli palwan, shiq! - dep
shaqirdi, Otesh te sheshinip ortaga bardi, Barliq palwan ogan bir ndzer saldi, Oteshti hesh kézge
ilmegen eken (Otesh batir).

Jalgizban dep oylanip,

Jaslar tégip kozirnnen,

Bir 6zim dep oylanip,

Kemlik qilma izinen... («Er Qosay»)

S6z qaytarma, aynalayin qaragim,

Asinip jur atan tutqan jaragin,

Duzaq qurip Agbulaqtin basina,

Men tutayin atann mingen tulparin («Er Qosay»)

A. N. Baskakov classifies all converb forms in Karakalpak according to formal criteria
into: 1) bBupsaemmu (Primary); 2) ExkunuMiuuu (Secondary). Primary forms include -sin, -un, -n,
-a, -e,-U; Secondary forms include -maxma, -mexkme, -y8da, -t08de, -y8ra, -1082e, -Mara, -meze, as
well as those derived from participles such as -apra, -epee, -macka, -mecke, -macmaH, -mecmen,
-macmatl, -mecmetl, -FAHOd, -2eH0e, -FA1bl,-KaA/1bl, -FaHOall, -2eHoell, -FaHua, -2eHule.”

Among the primary converb forms, the suffixes -1p, -ip, -p constitute the most frequently
occurring type, and they are employed in modern Karakalpak to convey a range of semantic
functions.

a) They serve to denote a state: OHe, epmeHuHe dliHe CICKe YaKMblHOA HCEeAMASACbIH
Jcendupun, kapa macmsl meHceA0upun, Kapa WekneH #amblabin, aAMmblH WEeHUH MAaHbIHbIN,

® loynetos M. Xo3upru Kapakalak THIMHAE GQeHmIaun QyHKIHOHAIb (GOpManapbIHbIH CHCTEMAcH!. - Hokwc:
Kapakannakcran, 1990.

19 backaxos H.A Kapakanmakckmii s361k. M.: 1958.
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aw 6ypkummet wabblHbIN, Jcep CUJAKUHUN 6aKbIpbIN, HCayblHAAGMbIN, 04YblA4aMmbIN, 3JaMFA
CYYbIK Hcallaamsbin, HceAmMascbiH oliHamuIn Kese 6epou («AMaHb6ai 6aThIp»);

Tepm mapenke 6aksaan kapan,

Mepekede uwun wapan,

Kuman maceneden copan,

Co3ze Kyaak caamadviy 6a? («KpIpK KbI3»)

In heroic epics, this form is used to convey various meanings, such as temporal,
purposive, and conditional. For example:

Apnan Karas3 xca3dvlipbin,

Kapa6altiosl wakbipsin,

Aitidocka karas x#oa1adbl («AALOC GUI»)

Cusacatnan 'ynaneiy,

KpI13b1/1-KachL TaFbIH/BI.

XKeTTu uHak 601461 Kapaap,

AnTeicnakiubl Heulle copap («KpIpK KbI3»).

The converb form -a,-e,-ii in Karakalpak is sometimes referred to as the present-future
converb form, the unrealized action form, or the compound converb form. In Karakalpak folk
heroic epics, this form is also frequently attested. For example:

He 6osranbiH 6unaamatl,

Ke3de scacwiH 6yaadsl («KKbIpK, KbI3»)

AlIbIK 6OJIBII KUTUTJIED,

bamasamaii apvidan kawmeol («KpIpK KbI3»)

In the given examples, the words «6unanmaii» (“unable to know”) and «b6aTta aamain»
(“unable to take an oath”) have undergone phonetic change, yet they are formed by means of
the converb suffixes -e, -a.

Among the secondary converb forms, one is -makma, -mekme, which in the present
period is explained as a converb form used to indicate the changing basis of a current action.!

Qayta berdi gosh jigit,

Garrt duwa qildi kézini jaslap,

Otesh batir ketti aldinda baslap,

Batirlarda ashiw shogi hallaslap,

Izdi quwip togaydan barmagqta eken

Sawalga ol bermegendey itibar,

Ogizge shuw-shuwlep kelmekte edi («Otesh batir»).

The form yda, -yde is rarely used in heroic epics. In contemporary Karakalpak, this form
is almost never encountered. For example:: lllopa keamece, Kaamak 6ya xaKkmaH Keaun, am
andviHda atidayda, eku Ko/AblM 6aliiaydd, KAAMAaKKd 04xca OOJAFAHHAH, «HCAKCbl UlUm
6/IUMMU2UH ay/1aKKa macaaidsl» 0e2eH, 63UMHUH 6AUMMuU2uMou ay/1aKka aasin ejeliuH, den
a/Immbll eKu ameandapFa covlp 6epmecmeH amaansin, OmapxaH namwa KaaadaH wsikmol («Ep
mopa»).

! backaxos H.A Kapakanmakckmii 361k M.,1958.
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One of the secondary converb forms, -mara,-meze, is infrequent in modern Karakalpak
literary language, but is frequently found in the language of the epics. This form has the
variants -1mafa, -nere, -6ara, -6ere. For example:

39KamblH a/1bin KAAMAKMAH,

Kepmeze kenzen sip edum («Ep Kocaii»)

- XaH ama cu3ee ap3viM 6ap,

Exu 6updeli KaticapblH,

CeHu KyyFaH kanupdu,

Katimapmara 6apadvst («Ep 3uityap»)

Kymcamara sxcyda Kativim,

Kopkbimbin anbiHFaH atibiH,

XammaputidvblH Kbi3MemuHde,

bapxa mypap edu mativiH («Kapaman»)

Similarly, the form -apra,-epee is derived from the participle, being formed by adding the
dative case suffix -ra, -2e to the participial suffix -ap,-ep, which denotes future meaning. This
construction creates a purposive adverbial meaning that is semantically equivalent to the
infinitive in Russian.!?

Corblcapra Kywum KHcok,

Omaan kemkeH my/anapbuim,

Tymeoin 6atiaa, ati, Abaxan («Ep Kocaii»).

Ypuicapra xcapak ok,

KawamyFuiH 2coabl HCOK,

Lllap mapenke meamupun,

blp3a, Tepe scbl1advsl («AgoC 6UK»)

CylieHep2e UHU-aFa HCOK,

IpMaH-Xacupemke uwiu mok,

Ce3 6eHeH 3anbiMFa scacan ok («AMaHb6al 6aThIp»)

In the epics, the forms -macka,-mecke,-6acka,-6ecke,-nacka,-necke are derived by adding
the dative case suffix -ka,-ke to the negative participial suffix -mac,-mec, which denotes future
meaning. This combination expresses a purposive adverbial meaning in the negative form.

XanavlK Kopwayda mypFaH coH,

Otinamacka 6oamadol. («Ep 3uityap»)

The suffixes -macman,-mecmen, -6acman,-6ecmen,-nacmat,-necmeH are formed from the
negative form of the future tense and occur in the ablative case, producing a converb form
that expresses temporal, causal, and manner-related circumstances.

Bbys dyHbs1 deceHUH emMmenu 3aMaH,

bapmekeH dyHbsida esamMecmeH KaFaH,

O4um xak 6ylipblFbl, alipaablk AMAH,

Kuzum kannaw 6oayp manda atipviica («/JayaeTuspoex»).

AwblamacmaH masa 2y/aaep coAFabl,

dacen scemnell NAUMAHAMHbIH MOAFAHDI,

12 backaxos H.A Kapaxkanmakckuii s3eix. 4 I1., M.,1958.
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Yw scoin 6041061 FalibaHa cblpmMbIHHAH,

Bapwibin meHeH 6usnepduy doc 601FaHbl («AmaMbICy).

I'ypecuyee kum 60.1ca da,

TapmoeiH6acman wsikkaroatl («Ep 3uiiyap»).

In our language, the forms -macmati,-mecmeii,-6acmati,-6ecmeti,-nacmatl,-necmeii express
a manner of action or a simile. In the future tense, this converb form is created by combining
the negative form with the simile suffix -na#, -gei.

He deiidu conda Caiivimbem,

Alipviamacmatl wibiH docmbl,

l'yaativimra 6acebiH Kocmol («KbIpK KbI3»)

Am JcwiFula0dbl, adam ea0u, aaa-nypkaH 4aH 60.40vl, adam adamovl Kepe asmacmati
3aMaH 601061 («/layneTusspoeK»)

The suffixes -FaHda-2eHde, -KkaHOa, -KeHOe, -FAHHAH, -2eHHEH, -KAHHAH, -KeHHeH are formed
by adding the locative and ablative case affixes to the past participial suffixes -raH,-2eH,-kaH,-
keH, producing converb forms that express temporal meaning:

XaH andviHa 6apFaHaa,

AmmulH 6acbiH 6ypadvel («Ep 3uiiyap»).

Tuseze 2esek kes2eHde,

KopuiknatimyruiH Hap ekeH («AMaH6ail 6aTbIp»)

Tycumde kep2eHHEeH 6uliHe-HbIUWAHbIH,

Auwblk 6010bIM, ULIKE MYCMU NYWMAHBIM,

Kewe-KyHOu3 xHconbiHOamaH cep2u3daH,

LlIbik matioanFa, kepcem JHcy3uH-payuaHsiH («KbIpK KbI3»).

In addition to conveying temporal meaning, these suffixes can also express a causal
meaning. For example:

dckep atidan 6apFAHHAH COH,

CeH busiepceH Kapa-arblH.

Yaaraunau I'yaativim,

bemuHe nepdecuH waswin,

KyyanraHHaH kemmu duHke-0apMaHbIM,

Kenzetidarvt meHuH epkuH 3amaHbiM («KbIpK KbI3»)

In Karakalpak, the suffixes -raxbl, -2eau, -Kasasl, -keau, -Famasl, -2eHau, - KAHAbl -eHAU are
formed by adding the derivational suffix -sb;, -au to the participial suffixes -rah,-2eH,
producing converb forms that convey temporal meaning:

dyes1 bacma alimKaHbIMa HCYPMeOuH,

03 nukupuHHeH Kadupumou 6uimMeduH,

AYVbIpFaabl 6aFbiW emun i#o/1biM0a,

3apaati-3apaail 6up ylikbimobl 6epmeduH («KbIpK KbI3»).

Kbipbik KyH 6010061 U3/1en amka MuH2eu,

Xacwln Kapum en KopraraH 6amoipMaH («AanaMbIcy ).

The converb form -ranwa, -2eHwe, -KkaHwa, -keHwe expresses temporal and comparative
meaning.:

Amul wvikkaH meH T'yaalivim,
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As10bl 3aHFap mas KoatviM,

YcuiraH 3a5 KblaraHua,

Ascay 6otima 6up Kydativim («KbIpK KbI3»).

dyeau e3um eJeliuH, MEHUH COHbIMHAH 6J/CUH, den, e/u KylUusuH Kep2eHule, mupu
KyliuzuH KepeliuH, - den caraH xabapsaacnail amwip edum 6asam («Ep mopa»).

Jywmanaapsl ceHu nadwax OpHbIHA nadwax Kblayp 6apbin KesazeHwe, - dedu
(«Pamy3iax»).

Thus, in modern Karakalpak, the following functional converb forms are frequently used
in folk epics:-n, -wbin/-un, -rasavi/-2o4u, -Kavl-keau; -FaHwa/-2aHwe; -a, -3, -i. They are
classified into several types according to their composition, structure, semantic
characteristics, usage, and the number of verb bases from which they are formed.
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