.‘" - -
# uniconflix INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

- LINGUISTICS & TRANSLATION
Hosted from Warsaw, Poland
— CHARLES DICKENS AS AN EXPOSER OF HUMANISM

AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE

Khodjayeva Dilafruz Izatilloyevna
Associate Professor, DSc Bukhara State University
d.i.xodjaeva@buxdu.uz
Kodirova Shahnoza Bobir kizi
MA student, Bukhara State University
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18067914

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Received: 24" December 2025 This thesis explores Charles Dickens as a leading promoter
Accepted: 25" December 2025 of humanism and critic of social injustice in Victorian
Online: 26" December 2025 England. His novel “Great Expectations” reveals harsh

KEYWORDS realities of industrial society like poverty, child labor and
humanism, social  injustice, class inequality. Through compassionate characters,
compassion, Victorian society, Dickens unveils the cruelty of social institutions while
class inequality emphasizing moral integrity, empathy and human dignity as

foundation for social reform

Introduction: In literature, the concepts of humanism and social injustice play a crucial
role in revealing the moral and social consciousness of an age. Humanism emphasizes the value,
dignity and moral potential of every individual, promoting compassion, empathy and respect
for human life. It reflects the belief that true greatness lies not in power or wealth but in
humanity and moral virtue. On the other hand, social injustice refers to the unfair treatment of
people within society, including inequality, poverty and exploitation caused by class divisions
or corrupt institutions. Thus, through portraying both human goodness and social cruelty,
literature serves as a powerful means to advocate for moral awakening and social reform.

Main part: Many writers throughout the history have used literature to express
humanism which reveals value, dignity, empathy and to expose social injustice, the unfair
treatment of people in society. For example, in the eighteenth century, Jonatan Swift used his
powerful satire to criticize political corruption and moral hypocrisy in his “Gulliver’s Travel”.
Similarly, Voltaire in “Candide” showed the cruelty and ignorance of the world, promoting
endurance, reason and human goodness.

Among these writers, Charles Dickens stands out one of the most influential figures who
has powerful voice against these issues in the XIX century. Charles Dickens is widely known
not only as a literary genius but for his deep concern with social and moral issues as well. His
novels reflect the harsh realities of Victorian England. Living during a period of rapid
industrialization, Dickens witnessed widespread poverty, child labor and depersonalizing
effects of class system. These experiences deeply shaped his views and inspired his capability
of human beings and to explore injustice through literature.

Ch.Dickens’s works reflect the dual nature of Victorian society - immense wealth and
privilege on one side and misery and neglect on the other. In his novels such as Oliver Twist,
David Copperfield, Bleak House and Great Expectations, he portrays the suffering of orphans,

the struggles of the working class and the indifference of social institutions toward the poor.
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His vivid descriptions of the slums, orphanages and workhouses reveal his moral outrage at a
society that values status and money over compassion and fairness. By using satire, realism and
emotionally charged storytelling, Dickens not only captures the reader’s sympathy but also
encourages moral reflection and social awareness.

At the heart of Dickens’s literary vision lies a strong belief in humanism - the idea that
every individual, regardless of class or background, deserves dignity, respect and kindness.
Characters such as Joe Gargery, Magwitch in Great Expectations, Mr. Brownlow in Oliver Twist
and John Jarndyce in Bleak House embody the virtues of honesty, generosity and moral
strength. Through them, Dickens contrasts the corrupt and hypocritical values of the upper
classes with the simple but genuine humanity of the poor. His works suggest that true nobility
is measured not by birth or wealth but by moral integrity and compassion. Dickens’s fiction
functions as both a critique of social injustice and a celebration of human values. His humanistic
vision continues to resonate in modern times, reminding readers that empathy and moral
responsibility are essential for a just society.

In Great Expectations, Dickens presents both the cruelty of the social hierarchy and the
redemptive power of human compassion. The protagonist Pip begins as a poor orphan who
dreams of becoming a gentleman. His ambition, shaped by a class-conscious society, blinds him
to the genuine love and kindness of humble people like Joe Gargery. However, Dickens leads
Pip through moral awakening and he learns that true nobility lies not in wealth but in integrity
and empathy.

The figure of Magwitch, the convict who secretly becomes Pip’s benefactor, exposes the
hypocrisy of a society that judges people by status rather than morality. Though criminalized
by the law, Magwitch shows greater humanity than many “respectable” citizens. Through Pip’s
transformation and his reconciliation with Joe, Dickens asserts that compassion and
forgiveness are the only forces that can heal both individuals and society.

Oliver Twist is one of Dickens’s earliest protests against the inhumanity of social
institutions. The novel condemns the Poor Law of 1834 and the cruel treatment of orphans in
workhouses. Oliver’s innocent request for “more” becomes a symbolic demand for human
dignity in a heartless world. Characters like Mr. Brownlow and Nancy demonstrate that moral
goodness can exist even among the poor and outcast.

In Bleak House, Dickens expands his criticism to the legal system through the endless case
of Jarndyce and Jarndyce. The fog surrounding the Court of Chancery symbolizes moral
blindness and bureaucratic decay. Yet, amid the corruption, characters such as Esther
Summerson embody Dickens’s humanistic values: humility, charity and moral strength. Her
quiet compassion stands in contrast to the selfishness and vanity of the upper class, reinforcing
Dickens'’s belief that moral clarity is the path to justice.

Throughout his works, Dickens consistently unites the themes of humanism and social
injustice. His novels expose the suffering caused by greed, inequality and institutional neglect,
while also celebrating the redemptive power of kindness and moral courage. For Dickens, social
reform begins in the heart; a compassionate individual can challenge the cruelty of an unjust
system.

Conclusion: By portraying the struggles of the poor and the moral triumph of simple
goodness, Dickens transformed literature into a moral instrument for change. His message
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remains timeless: human dignity cannot be measured by wealth or class, but only by empathy,
honesty and the will to do good. Through his enduring humanistic vision, Dickens not only
shaped Victorian morality but also left a lasting legacy for modern thought and literature
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